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The Chapter meeting starts at 7PM the 
third Tuesday every month. We gather 
at the Cherokee Cattle Co., 2710 Canton 
Hwy., 6PM for dinner and fellowship 
before the meeting. Family and friends 
are welcome.

• January 25-26.  2019 GASSAR 
Annual Conference

• February 8-10.  240th Anniversary 
of the Battle of Kettle Creek 
Revolutionary Days

• February 8. Elijah Clarke and 
Heroes of the Hornet’s Nest

Additional events and activities, see the 
GA SAR website www.gasocietysar.org
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Winner of the Carl F. Bessent Newsletter Award 2011 & 2013 January 2019

On a beautiful sunny Saturday, November 10th, Cadence Blackburn and 
Wayne Brown  traveled to Oliver, Georgia to honor the memory of Patriot 
Lewis Lafayette Lanier by participating in the SAR Grave Marking Ceremony. 
The  ceremony took place in the Little Ogeechee Baptist Church Cemetery. 
Major Lewis Lanier was in the boat with General George Washington during 
the crossing of the Delaware River on the night of December 25, 1776 and 
during the crossing amid freezing rain and a howling wind, Major Lanier lost 
his sword and was later presented with a replacement by General Washington. 
Like so many of our Patriot Ancestors after the War, Major Lewis Lanier 
became a prominent citizen with a long and distinguished record of civic and 
public service in Screven and Bulloch Counties. Cadence Blackburn presented 
a wreath on behalf of the Captain John Collins Chapter and Wayne was 
scheduled to bring greetings as the 2018-2019 NSSAR National Trustee.

IN MEMORY OF PATRIOT LEWIS LAFAYETTE LANIER 
By Participating In The SAR Grave Marking Ceremony
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President - Earl Cagle Sr.
Immediate Past-President - Charles O. Sanger III
Vice President - Gary Hoyt
Secretary - E. Stallings Howell, Jr.
Treasurer - Wayne L. Brown
Registrar - Randall Huber
Chancellor - L. Chandler Vreeland
Chaplain - Lloyd Blackwell
Sergeant-at-Arms - Rodney Pritchett
Historian - Terry A. Gibbs

Officers and Committees

Page 2  

President’s Message

Editor - Drew Burr
Americanism/Fire/Law/EMS - Wayne L. Brown
Flags and Knight Essay - Terry A. Gibbs
Cemetery Harry F. Hagan
JROTC - Earl Cagle
Eagle Scouts / Education - Bill Coffeen
Veterans - Gary Hoyt / Patrick Reese
DAR Liaison - Bert R. Christy
Membership / Welcome - Lee Hulsey
Chapter Directory - Peter Ashton Lyon

My Patriot Ancestor
If you have done research on your Patriot Ancestor, share the information with us through a short story for an 

upcoming edition of The Collins Dispatch.

As we prepare to leave 2018 and move into the coming year, I reflect on our activities of the 
year. Our programs were enthusiastically addressed and I commend the various Committee 
Chairmen for their time and effort and for encouraging others to participate. Officers are 
likewise recognized for their leadership and guidance. While we were fortunate to increase 
membership, we were sadly impacted by the loss of compatriots and those that relocated or 
transferred. Many compatriots availed themselves of State and National programs and activities, 
representing the Chapter admirably. Not all efforts were successful, identifying a new meeting 
facility and establishing Library research assistants to mention a couple.  We can be proud of the 
establishment of the Military Service Recognition Program. Yet we remember as Miss Scarlett 
said, “tomorrow is another day”. Our obligation to remember and honor those that went before, 
provides a foundation that underscores patriotism, love of county and tolerance  for our fellow 
man. Finally, as we look to the coming year each of you are wished blessings beyond your asking, 
health you will enjoy and a year that holds promise as I extend my appreciation for your support 
and fellowship. May God Bless each of you.

Earl L. Cagle, Sr., President  
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        is published every other month. November 20th 
will be the next deadline for articles. Send articles, photos, or your bio to Drew Burr at andrewdburr@gmail.
com. If you have new member leads, contact Registrar Van Blackwell at rblackwell1001@comcast.net

NATHANAEL GREENE
A BIOGRAPHY OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

GERALD M. CARBONE

While I was in the Navy, we sometimes were able to celebrate a seaman-to-admiral 
accomplishment by someone who began as a seaman recruit and advanced step-by-
step through a distinguished career to become a flag officer—certainly a noteworthy 
achievement. One such person, whom I once had the pleasure of meeting, even 
rose to become Chief of Naval Operations, our senior-most naval officer. But this 
story is about a private soldier of a militia who did remarkedly better, progressing 
overnight to major general; regarded soon after by George Washington as his favorite 
warrior, and known to many as “The Fighting Quaker” and “The Savior of the South,” 
nicknames earned over fourteen battles in which he played a prominent leadership 
role as one of only three generals to serve the entire duration of the war.. 

Born in Rhode Island, August 1742, Nathanael Greene grew up in a Quaker family 
that had been settled there for 130 years. His father, a strict Quaker preacher, had 
built a prosperous business as a miller and forge smith producing massive black iron 
fishermen’s anchors. On the nearly 200 acres that had been in the family all those 
years. He also owned a wharf, warehouse, sawmill, grain mill, anchor works, and 
store; as well as the dam and sluice-ways that powered his mill and forge. 

It was a manly world, with six brothers, some 100 employees, and a cranky stepmother who had replaced his birth 
mother a year following her death. This no-nonsense, hard-working family’s gabled house on a hill, overlooking their 
enterprise, was busy and boisterous. 

The Greene’s owned additional property in the dismal, smoky village of Coventry, supporting dozens of rough-handed 
men producing more anchors at another gritty forge. In 1770 Nathanael was sent there to live and to manage the 
works. In the same year he was elected to the Rhode Island General Assembly for the first of four terms in that office. 
Though his father considered reading books a waste of time, Nathanael, a characteristically independent thinker, was 
an inveterate reader who educated himself, avidly soaking up and retaining the eclectic contents of a wide-ranging and 
unusual personal collection of 250 volumes.

In 1772 the brig, Fortune, owned by Nathanael but captained by his cousin Rufus, turned down a Royal Navy request to 
haul some freight. Outraged, the captain of the revenue schooner Gaspee, then invaded Fortune with a boarding party 
and seized its cargo for the Crown. On 9 June, a sympathetic squad of 60 local men set fire to Gaspee in retaliation, 
wounding her captain in the groin. It was the first British blood shed in the American Revolution. The Royal Navy was 
not amused.

By 1775, as tempers between Britain and its colonies rose, Nathanael was established as a respected citizen and 
businessman. He joined and helped organize a militia company but was denied an officer’s commission on grounds of 
his Quaker background, chronic asthma, and an awkward gait from having one leg shorter than the other. Staying on 
as a private, he continued to drill and acquaint himself with military disciplines. 

Continuation ->
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With the outbreak of fighting at Lexington and Concord, the Rhode Island General Assembly voted to form a Rhode 
Island army of 1500 man. Looking around for a general to lead them, they passed over several veteran soldiers and settled 
on Nathanael because of his family connections, his service in the Assembly, his proven integrity, and his demonstrated 
capabilities as a strong and capable leader. 

Nathanael Greene served actively through the remainder of the Revolutionary War to exemplify the American “citizen 
soldier,” upon which we depend so heavily in both peace and war. He could be called the number one reservist or 
guardsman in our history. Capitalizing on Greene’s business abilities, Washington used him both as a field commander 
and then Quartermaster General, a job Greene didn’t care for but at which he excelled, making the trials of Valley Forge 
less bad than they would have been otherwise. He later resigned that post in sharp disagreement with Congress over the 
ineffective manner by which they wished the army to be supplied.

Green’s tactics as a field commander were consistent with Washington’s: losing most battles but preserving his limited 
forces and equipage to fight again, all the while bleeding the British of manpower and supplies that required replenishment 
from overseas, reducing his tiring opponents’ willpower to carry on. [In Vietnam, the Viet Cong used similar strategies 
to wear down the American public’s will to win. Apparently, the VC had better appreciation of lessons from our early 
heroes than those armchair strategists who tried to direct the war from DC.]  

By 1778, the British concluded that they could not successfully overcome the developing stalemate in the North. 
Therefore, they would they crush Washington’s army from the South. They were encouraged by the misguided notion 
that most Southerners were loyalists who would join with them, and that by freeing and recruiting Southern slaves they 
could raise forces necessary for that task. Earlier successes in taking Savannah and Charleston encouraged that belief. 
Henry Clinton, Britain’s current Commander-in-Chief, felt so assured that he returned to New York and left the job to 
Lord Cornwallis. 

The Congress, in its political wisdom, appointed three successive generals to oppose the British in the South, each of 
whom made matters worse. In despair, they passed the buck to Washington to choose a southern commander. He, in 
turn, appointed Greene, who took it on with enthusiasm, with General Isaac Huger as his second in command. He 
relied, as well on General Daniel Morgan and several other talented senior officers. Though his small army, short on 
clothing and rations, was further weakened by insufficient and poor equipment, Greene defied conventional wisdom by 
splitting his army in two, forcing the British to do the same. This allowed him to elude and reduce the British piecemeal, 
winning several significant engagements and capturing hundreds of prisoners. He specialized in rapid strategic retreats 
that exhausted pursuing troops, ultimately forcing Cornwallis toward Virginia, where he went to ground at Yorktown, 
waiting forlornly to be rescued by the Royal Navy; which in turn was prevented by the French fleet from entering the 
Chesapeake Bay. We all know what happened next.

In appreciation for his gallantry and singularly remarkable southern campaign, both South Carolina and Georgia 
awarded Nathanael large grants of land. He was recognized at length by many other awards and accolades. Deeply in 
debt, however, he sold the Carolina property to pay off his personal guarantees that had secured funds for rations for his 
troops. Settling at the Georgia estate near Savannah in 1785, he died there a year later, age 43, a victim of long-standing 
ill health. He is remembered as a military leader second only to Washington, himself. 
This biography provides a cover-to-cover view of the entire Revolutionary War, revealing many hidden corners of that 
conflict through its stirring accounts of how we became an independent nation. 

--Reviewed by Stan Virden

The chapter takes advantage of an automated calling service to remind members of meetings 
and notify them of important news. If you want your name added or deleted from this list, 
call or email peterashtonlyon@gmail.com or call 770-579-9373
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The John Collins chapter led by compatriots Jim Castle, Earl Cagle, Bill Coffeen and Larry Guzy helped coordinate 
our ninth annual flag retirement ceremony with the assistance of Pack, Troop and Crew 540 and American Heritage 
Girls Troop 4224 of Due West United Methodist Church. Some 170 youth and adults attended the event held at 
sunset on November 3, 2018.  The participants shared thoughts about the history and meaning of our flag and its 
components the stripes and stars along with the history of our Pledge of Allegiance. After properly disposing of 
dozens of old, soiled or damaged flags in the flames of a beautiful campfire the ceremony was concluded with the 
words of George Washington upon his farewell address in 1796.  

“Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common country, that country has a right to concentrate your affections. The name 
of American, which belongs to you, in your national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of Patriotism, more 
than any appellation derived from local discriminations. …You have in a common cause fought and triumphed 
together; the Independence and Liberty you possess are the work of joint counsels, and joint efforts, of common 
dangers, sufferings, and successes.”

November 3: Flag Retirement Ceremony Well Attended

The Chapter made awards to four of the first five responders to the newly approved 
Military Service Recognition Program, (l-r) Vice-President Michael Reither, recipients: 

Harry Vaughn, Claude Thomas, Patrick Reese, Lloyd Blackwell and President Earl Cagle.
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Stallings Howell, Secretary Capt. John 
Collins Chapter NSSAR and member 
of the Georgia State Color Guard 
participated in the dawn commemoration 
of the Battle of Savannah on October 
9, 2018.  He is 6th from the left in the 
Wreath-laying ceremony, 3rd lining up 
in the dark for the dawn parade and 4th 
in line marching onto the battlefield at 
break of dawn.

Wreath Laying Ceremony

Commemoration of the 
Battle of Savannah

Lining Up In The Dark For The Dawn Parade

Lining Up In The Dark For The Dawn Parade

VETERANS DONATIONS:
Toiletries (but not small bar soap), blankets, and socks are needed at Veteran care facilities. 
Bring items to be donated to the chapter meetings and report your visits to Vets and other 

activities.
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EAGLE SCOUT AWARDS

Compatriot Jay Dungan, a member of Boy Scout 
Troop #008 in Marietta, received the SAR Eagle Scout 
Certificate of Recognition on Sept. 30.  Jay participated 
in Project Mail Call – an effort by a local church to 
contact and send care boxes and letters to U.S. military 
serving in harm’s way. Jay named his Scout Project “You 
are Not Forgotten”. Over several months he coordinated 
a children and youth letter writing program with many 
schools and camps, producing over 1,000 letters of 
encouragement. He also coordinated merchandise 
collection drives, delivering three large SUV loads of 
valuable merchandise to Project Mail Call.

SAR Eagle Scout Certificate of 
Recognition

President Earl Cagle, Sr. introduced Compatriots Harry Hagan and Rodney Pritchett, who provided the evening’s 
entertainment by playing both traditional and seasonal music on the base trombone and tenor trombone, respective-
ly.  Soprano vocalist and WOSAR, Nancy Pritchett thrilled attendees with her rendition of “O Holy Night” and “The 
Christmas Song” also known as “Chestnuts Roasting on An Open Fire.”  Harry and Rodney played old-time favorites 
such as “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas,” “Santa Claus is Coming to Town,” “I’ll Be Home for Christmas,” 
and “White Christmas.”  Everyone appreciated and  enjoyed a wonderful evening of fellowship and music.

The John Collins Chapter Has True Holiday Spirit
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Dr. Jim Piecuch
Vice-president Michael Reither introduced the speaker, 
Dr. Jim Piecuch, who is a native of Manchester, New 
Hampshire.  He received his Ph.D. Degree at William 
and Mary, Virginia.  He is the author of several history 
books, and his presentation  was entitled “Overview 
of the Revolutionary War in the Southern Theater.” Dr. 
Piecuch proceeded to outline that the British thought 
their last chance for victory during the Revolutionary War 
appeared to be a southern campaign which they thought 
was the “soft underbelly” of the American colonies.  

The British also thought the Loyalists and their slaves would supply much needed manpower for their campaign which was 
a “conquer and hold” strategy.  He proceeded to review the outcome of the various battles throughout the southern colonies, 
ending with the Battle at King’s Mountain, the Battle at Cowpens, Pyles’ Massacre, the Battle of Guilford Courthouse, Siege 
of Ninety-Six and finally Cornwallis’ surrender at Yorktown.  Dr. Piecuch’s presentation was a battle by battle review of the 
Revolutionary War particularly in the  southeastern portion of the American colonies.  

SPEAKER & GUESTS

President Earl Cagle, Sr. presented BERT CHRISTY with a Military Service Certificate that was 
awarded to Bert by the State Society at the State BOM meeting. The Capt. John Collins Chapter 

added the Bronze Medal set to the presentation.  He also presented BILL TEASLEY a pin in 
recognition of his fifty years as an SAR member.  CADENCE BLACKBURN was presented a cap 

that displayed the SAR logo.


