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Wreaths Across America

DATES TO REMEMBER
The Chapter meeting starts at 7PM the
third Tuesday every month. We gather
at the Cherokee Cattle Co., 2710 Canton
Hwy., 6PM for dinner and fellowship
before the meeting. Family and friends
are welcome.
•
•
•

Mar 9. Robert Forsyth Chapter
Meeting
Apr 22. Frederica Days
Apr 23. Colonial Worship Service

Additional events and activities, see the
GA SAR website georgiasocietysar.org
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December 17, 2016 arrived as an
overcast, drizzly day that cast a
chilling solemnity over the Marietta
National Cemetery.
Various
speakers addressed the collective
attendees, including; Compatriot
Rick Reese, Sr. of the Piedmont
Chapter, who delivered greetings on
behalf of the National Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution.
Local historian, Brad Quinlin
gave an outstanding, unscripted,
presentation of the Marietta Georgia
National Cemetery. Mr. Quinlin
named various of the interred,
their military units, home states,
grave site section location, personal
history, race, etc., in a ticker tape
fashion. His hands on knowledge is
phenomenal.
After
the
individual
grave
recognition by various military
divisions, the supporting attendees
distributed the wreaths in the annual
tribute to those that had served our
country and its people.
Photographs courtesy of Marguerite R. Cagle, Fielding Lewis Chapter of the DAR
Submitted by, Compatriot Earl Cagle, Sr.

Members are encouraged to submit articles and photos to Drew Burr for
inclusion in the next edition of The Collins Dispatch. Deadline April 4th.
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Officers and Committees

President’s Message

President - Charles Sanger
Vice President - Earl Cagle
Secretary - Bert Christy
Treasurer - James Castle
Registrar - Robert Van Blackwell
Chancellor - Chandler Vreeland
Chaplain - Lloyd Blackwell
Sergeant-at-Arms - Rodney Pritchett
Historian - Vann Beasley
Editor - Drew Burr
Americanism/Fire/Law/EMS - Wayne Brown
Cemetery WC Pickens
JROTC - Curtis McWaters
Eagle Scouts - OPEN
Flags - Terry Gibbs
Membership - VP & Registrar
Veterans - Bert Christy
DAR Liaison - Bert Christy
Welcome - OPEN
Education Outreach - Bill Coffeen,
coordinator

Once again I want to say how honored I am to be your President
for the coming year. I was your representative at the Georgia
Societies Annual Conference in Duluth at the end of January.
Our Chapter was awarded two streamers, one for, “ Membership
Award “ Recognizing this chapter’s outstanding effort in retaining
90% or more of its membership and submitting dues on time.
The other streamer was for, “Distinguished Chapter 2016 “ for
meeting the goals and objectives of the Georgia Society in such
program areas as membership recruitment and retention, chapter
reporting, flag respect, Board of Manager attendance, scheduling
regular meetings, community involvement, and youth program
activity. I felt very proud when they called out, “Captain John
Collins Chapter”. All this could not have been accomplished
without the hard work of the members of this Chapter.
Outgoing Georgia’s President William Greenly gave a moving
speech about his year in office and all the wonderful people
he had met during his travels throughout the state. Our own
incoming State President, Wayne Brown, talked about building
up the membership and how excited he was for the coming year.
I look forward to the coming year as we promote fellowship
among the descendants of those who sacrificed so that we can
live in a free and open United States of America.
Compatriot,
Charles Sanger - Chapter President

The chapter takes advantage of an automated calling service to remind members of meetings
and notify them of important news. If you want your name added or deleted from this list,
call or email peterashtonlyon@gmail.com or call 770-579-9373
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Patriots In Georgia Revolutionary
War Engagements, 1776-1782
McNaughton & Gunn, Saline, MI 48176
The Atlanta Chapter of the SAR has produced
an outstanding publication, “Patriots In Georgia
Revolutionary War Engagements, 1776-1782”. After
several years and through the dedicated efforts of Dr.
David A. Noble and Richard P. Marsh, a hard bound
volume protected by an eye catching dust cover and
containing 832 pages became a reality.

addresses the Non-colonists participants and a section
on References, provides sources of information and
an excellent listing for future reading and research. A
full name index is included. A section on submitting
updates allows one to assist in providing additional
information to the original concept of this effort.
A grant from the R. J. Taylor, Jr. Foundation made
the publication possible. Additional information on
This alphabetical compilation records the names, pricing and ordering is available at: saratlanta.org/
engagements, states of service and other pertinent patriot book.
information of Patriots that served in Georgia
regardless of what state they were from.
Since the primary source of historical content was
Revolutionary War pensions, this record should be
a go to tool for anyone researching their patriotic
ancestry and the revolutionary war era for that matter.
The section on Battle Summaries provides: the
Georgia Engagements 1776-1782 in chronological
order, a state map showing the forty-two engagements
geographically located and the engagements, again in NOTE: The Capt. John Collins Chapter of the SAR
chronological order but including the actions involved donated a copy to the Charles Switzer Library in
along with known participants.
Marietta, Georgia.
A glossary provides the researcher with terminology Submitted by: Earl L. Cagle, Sr., Capt. John Collins
that is vital to understanding the participants’ involved, Chapter SAR
responsibility and order of rank. A brief explanation

BEAUTIFUL
CHRISTMAS
PERFORMANCE
Christmas music performed by
Harry Hagan and Rodney
Pritchett on their trombones. It
was an outstanding musical
program with Rodney giving a
brief history of each song
noting its origin and the names
of the famous performers who
through the years were recognized for their recording of the songs. The program was completed by a beautifully
vocalized performance of Silent Night by Nancy Pritchett.
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National Society Color Guard at
Cowpens 2017
Compatriot David Martin and Sec. Gen. Larry Guzy participated
in the Color Guard activities at Cowpens.
President General Michael Tomme led the color guard procession
to the Washington Memorial in the Cowpens Battlefield. He
marched with Parks Superintendent John Slaughter and Treasurer
General Warren Alter at the head of the color guard line.
An audience of over 100 listened to a portrayal of British
Commander Bannister Tarleton at the Spartanburg Library the
night before the battlefield ceremonies.

VETERANS DONATIONS:

Toiletries (but not small bar soap), magazines, blankets, socks,
and books are needed at Veteran care facilities. Bring items to be
donated to the chapter meetings and report your visits to Vets
and other activities.
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BIRTHING OUR NAVY
GIVE ME A FAST SHIP—The Continental Navy and America’s Revolution at Sea
JOHN BARRY—An American Hero in the Age of Sail
Tim McGrath
In May 2014, Beth and I joined an SAR tour across Ireland
and Scotland. The tour made a stop in Wexford, on the
Southeast coast of Ireland to admire a majestic statue
of Commodore John Barry, looking out to sea. I was
privileged to lead a small group of Navy veterans in laying
a wreath at the statue’s base. Why was this significant?

ships as prizes. Privateers were civilian enterprises,
privately financed. Their crews were well paid and
received a portion of prize money as bonuses for success.
Owners, many of whom were congressmen, sought gain
from their prize money shares. Meanwhile, governmentowned naval ships were underfunded, under-equipped,
and undermanned. Crews were impressed from jails,
John Barry (1745-1803) is recognized by many as the waterfront taverns, and prisoners of war. Rations were
founding father of the U. S. Navy. Raised in Wexford inadequate, and pay was sporadic, if not neglected entirely.
County by a hardscrabble farmer, he migrated to America Officers were created from political favorites—fortunately,
as a cabin boy, took handily to life at sea, and eventually many of them were quite capable.
rose to become the first Commodore in command of the
U. S. Navy. Though prominent of the three, he shares Then, as now, politicians and their constituents had little
responsibility for creating the USN with a Scot, Captain understanding of the need for a navy, as they did not
John Paul Jones (1747-1792), and Liverpool-born financier appreciate the vital role of maritime activity in supporting
Robert Morris (1734-1806), first civilian superintendent the needs of the nation. In the southern colonies could
of the USN. Barry was brilliant and courageous in naval be found the live oak, white oak, and pine essential
warfare, charismatic, personally modest, a loving family to shipbuilding. The northeast coast hosted superb
man, and fiercely loyal to his friends, subordinates, and shipbuilders. Connecting the timbers to the shipwrights
adopted country. Jones had no peer as a brave, energetic, was a daunting task. Armaments were problematical.
and resourceful naval leader, and was a colorful patriot. Forges making guns for ships were sometimes inept,
Barry and Jones laid down principles of command at sea their products exploding sideways, killing the gun crews.
that still inform officers of today’s Navy. Morris was fully Administration of naval logistics was confused, as few
dedicated to the need for a Navy, was a wise counselor in Congress had much interest. Unlike soldiers, sailors
to its officers, and poured considerable personal treasure and their widows were not given land and pensions
into shipbuilding and naval logistics. This trio was crucial in thanks for their services. It was commonly thought
to winning American independence and creating a nation that life at sea was relatively easy and safe. Prize money
strong enough to maintain it.
should compensate. This idea was far from true, but it
was congressional policy during the Revolutionary War.
The Colonial Navy came into being in 1775, with five Stimulated by this environment, the various Navy captains
merchant ships converted to war ships. At the same time, squabbled over every sort of resource, and sometimes
several states had their own navies. Confusion would moonlighted as privateers.
continue, as the Continental Congress issued letters of
marque, authorizing privateers to capture for profit enemy Despite all the drawbacks, the Continental Navy, when it
could get to sea, acquitted itself fairly well. It frightened
the British into holding back part of its fleet, to protect the
home islands from raids. It forced the Royal Navy to convoy
merchant and logistics ships to America and the West
Indies. It outfought the British in most single ship actions.
Both sides replenished their fleets by capturing ships
from their opponents. McGrath’s detailed and colorful
accounts of these sea battles make the readers smell the
cordite and the carnage. His well-diagramed description
of USS BONHOMME RICHARD versus HMS SERAPIS
off Flamborough Head, on the evening of 23 September
1779, a two-hour slugfest watched by thousands ashore,
excites the senses beyond any competence of Hollywood
Continuation...
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special effects. In this dramatic and renowned naval action, causing record-setting casualties, John Paul Jones
lost his ship, but captured his opponent, managing to sail the mangled SERAPIS away from startled pursuers into
Amsterdam as his prize.
On 3 February 1783, King George issued a “Proclamation of Cessation of Hostilities.” The Colonial Navy, with only
one ship left in commission, was disbanded. John Barry, the first captain commissioned by the Colonial Congress,
had successfully commanded four colonial ships LEXINGTON, DELAWARE, RALEIGH, and ALLIANCE,
fighting several sea battles prior to 4 July 1776 and the final such battle of the war. He then reverted to his roots as
a merchant captain, taking part in early commerce with China.
In 1780 Barry had authored a signal code book that proved very useful to ships in formation. His reputation as
an outspoken gentleman and superb leader won him wide respect. Alarmed by French and Barbary pirate attacks
on American shipping, President Washington established a U. S. Navy early in 1797, issuing captain’s commission
number one to Barry, who was then declared Commodore and Commander of the Navy. His flagship was the new
frigate, USS UNITED STATES, in which he carried out a peace-seeking diplomatic trip to France. He used his ship
as a floating naval academy, training numerous officers of later distinction. Barry remained head of the Navy until
he died of asthma in 1803. Since then no less than six American ships have carried his name, which also has been
commemorated at numerous sites ashore.
Extensively experienced and prize-winning historian Tim McGrath’s accounts in these two books paint an
unforgetable picture of life under sail and the motivations behind it. We are taken through the blood and gore of
combat at sea, the always sharp and hazardous intrusions of nature, the convoluted political and logistical obstacles,
and the dark despair attending attempts to survive in and escape from British prisons. One is left breathless and
amazed at the fortitude, skill, and heroism of those daring the merciless seas in pursuit of America’s independence
and freedom.

--Reviewed by Stan Virden, Jan 20117

Annual 2017 Banquet Meeting: SPEAKER & GUESTS

Susan Sloan
President Charles Sanger III introduced the speaker, Susan Sloan who discussed the topic “Why Lafayette” in which
she described how Layfaette’s ancestors, his home environment and his education influenced his military ambitions
and his political views that help to drive him to have the desire, means and skills to so effectively and passionately
support the American Revolution.

My Patriot Ancestor

If you have done research on your Patriot Ancestor, share the information with us through a short story for an
upcoming edition of The Collins Dispatch.

Volume 17, Issue 1

Page 7

Larry Guzy presented an Outstanding Citizenship Awards to the Honorable Tommy Allegood, mayor of
Acworth, and the Honorable Steve “Thunder” Tumlin, mayor of Marietta.

Wayne Brown, GASSAR Sr. VP and GASSAR President
elect installed 2017 Chapter officers

Annual Banquet Color Guard
Continuation...
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Sons of the American Revolution 2016 Annual Awards:

President Lee Hulsey presented the following certificates and awards to chapter members for their outstanding service to
the Sons of the American Revolution during the past year.

CAPTAIN JOHN COLLINS CHAPTER 2016 AWARDS
Certificate of perfect Attendance: Lee Hulsey, Charles Sanger III, William R Coffeen
Certificate of Patriotism: Andrew. Burr, Earl Cagle
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal: Peter A. Lyon, Lloyd Blackwell, Chandler Vreeland, Carey Pickens, Charles Sanger III, Vann Beasley
Meritorious Service Medal & Cert: Charles Hunt (Posthumous since he recently passed)
Meritorious Service Oak Leaf Cluster: Van Blackwell, Wayne Brown, Jim Castle, Bert Christy, William R. Coffeen,
Terry Gibbs, Curtis E. McWaters, Rodney C. Pritchett
Distinguished Service Award: Jim Castle

THESE OFFICERS WERE INSTALLED BY COMPATRIOT WAYNE BROWN, TO SERVE THE
CHAPTER IN 2017. (L.-R.)
Chandler Vreeland, Earl Cagle, Sr., Vann Beasley, Bert Christy, Jim Castle, Rodney Pritchett, Van Blackwell,
Andrew Burr and Lloyd Blackwell. President Charles Sanger III not shown.

